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Trump still out front 
over Biden
There’s a strong likelihood that the race will tighten as 
we get closer to Election Day, but Trump still has the 
polling advantage today.  The race seems in neutral 
until the next “big thing” – Trump legal, VP pick, a 
major issue blow-up, a crisis, etc. – shakes it up.

WHAT’S HAPPENING    OW

Some economic optimism, 
but cost concerns remain
Polling points to evidence voters are feeling better 
about the national economy, but are still anxious 
about their own personal financial situation.  Trump, 
not Biden, gets the benefit-of-the-doubt from voters 
on his ability to handle inflation. 

Biden’s approval rating is 
basically stuck in place
2022 taught us that the ballot is more important than 
Biden’s approval. Still, Biden’s historically weak approval 
rating has been largely unchanged since January.

The issue agenda varies 
by partisanship
Outside of concern over rising costs, GOP voters 
are focused on illegal immigration and border 
security and taxes/government spending, while 
Democrats are locked in on climate and abortion.
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National  pol l ing is  gene ral l y  fut i le  
when i t  come s  to  wi nni ng the 

pres ide nc y,  but  i t ’ s  worth poi nti ng 
out that  B iden’s  approval  rati ng 
has  bee n s tuc k i n  pl ace  the  pas t  

s ix  months.  

Bi de n is  als o in  a  far  
we aker posi t ion than hi s  

predece s sors  we re at  this  
poi nt  i n t he ir  f i rs t  term .

Biden’s Approval

S o u r c e :  H i s t o r i c a l  P u b l i c  P o l l i n g  A v e r a g e s  &  B i d e n  A p p r o v a l  T r e n d
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Biden A pprov al  Rat ing:
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There  i s  a  long way to  go,  
but  Trum p i s  currently  

poi s ed to  f l i p battle ground 
s tat es  in  hi s  di rect ion,  e ven 
wi th Kennedy on the bal l ot.   

Addi ng in Trump’s  2 02 0 
s tat es  to  the battle grounds  

of  AZ ,  G A,  NV ,  MI ,  and WI  
would gi ve hi m ne arly  30 0 

Ele ctoral  Col lege votes .  

The White House

Nevada  

48% - 44%2-Way 

40% - 35% - 12%3-Way 

S o u r c e :  P u b l i c  P o l l i n g  A v e r a g e s

Trump           E lec toral  Votes  &  Like ly  Wi n

Cur rent St at us:

293

Arizona

49% - 45%2-Way 

43% - 37% - 11%3-Way 

Wisconsin

48% - 47%2-Way 

41% - 39% - 10%3-Way 

Georgia

49% - 46%2-Way 

42% - 37% - 7%3-Way 

Pennsylvania

46% - 46%2-Way 

42% - 40% - 7%3-Way 

Michigan

48% - 45%2-Way 

41% - 39% - 8%3-Way 
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Putti ng We st  Virgini a i nto the  G OP 
column m akes  the  path to  the 

majori ty  st raightforward for  
Re publi cans  – wi n ONE of  the s e ats  

on the m ap to  the le ft  to  capture  
5 1 s e ats  and control .  

Note  that  5  of  the 8  ke y U.S.  
Senate s tates  are als o 

pres identi al  battle grounds ,  
and Trump leads 

i n 4  of  the se  5  s tate s .  

The U.S. Senate

Nevada 
Toss-Up

39% - 41%Sen. 

Arizona
Toss-Up

49% - 51%Sen.

Wisconsin
Lean DEM

42% - 45%Sen. 

Michigan
Lean DEM

38% - 39%Sen. 

Pennsylvania
Lean DEM

43% - 49%Sen. 

Maryland
Likely DEM

45% - 40%Sen. 

S o u r c e :  P u b l i c  P o l l i n g  A v e r a g e s  &  L a t e s t  P o l l i n g  &  C o o k  P o l i t i c a l  R e p o r t  R a t i n g s

Ohio
Toss-Up

37% - 42%Sen. 

Montana 
Toss-Up

41% - 47%Sen. 

Curr ent St at us:

G OP Seats  &  Likel y  Maj ori ty50
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Whiche ver  part y  wi ns the Hous e i n 
Novem be r wi l l  l ike ly  be cl i nging to  a 

narrow majori ty  throughout 2 02 5-202 6.

Ne arl y  two-thi rds  of  the tos s -up se at s 
r i ght  now are  those  hel d by one  party 

i n Congres s  that  vote d the oppos i te  
for  Pre si de nt i n 20 20 .  In  fact,  10  

of  the 1 1 GOP -hel d “t os s -up” 
s eats  are  on turf  B iden won.

The U.S. House

S o u r c e :  C o o k  P o l i t i c a l  R e p o r t  R a t i n g s  /  G e n e r i c  B a l l o t  P u b l i c  P o l l i n g  A v e r a g e s
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13 Lean DEM

Cur rent St at us:

Gener ic Congr essional  Ballot:
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HOW MUCH 

CHANGE IS 

COMING?
I n  t e n  o f  t h e  l a s t  1 2  m a j o r  e l e c t i o n s ,  p a r t y  c o n t r o l  h a s  c h a n g e d  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  

W h i t e  H o u s e ,  t h e  U .S .  S e n a t e ,  o r  t h e  U . S .  H o u s e . W i t h  n e a r l y  t w o  d e c a d e s  o f  

“ w r o n g  t r a c k ”  a t t i t u d e s ,  h i g h  d i s a p p r o v a l  r a t i n g s  f o r  B i d e n  a n d  C o n g r e s s ,  a n d  t h e  

c u r r e n t  m a p /l a n d s c a p e ,  i t  s e e m s  l i k e l y  w e  w i l l  s e e  t h i s  t r e n d  c o n t i n u e .

B u t ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  m o d e r n  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y ,  a  “ r e v e r s e  t r e b l e ”  m a y  b e  i n  

t h e  c a r d s  w h e r e  c o n t r o l  f l i p s  a c r o s s  a l l  t h r e e .  G i v e n  c u r r e n t  t r e n d s ,  i t  i s  n o t  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  i m a g i n e  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  U . S .  S e n a t e  b o t h  f l i p  

t o  t h e  G O P ,  a n d  t h e  U . S .  H o u s e  g o e s  t o  t h e  D e m o c r a t s .  
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ADVANTAGES

ISSUE AGENDA: 

ADVANTAGE GOP

NO CLEAR ADVANTAGE ADVANTAGES

IMMIGRATION/BORDER  +30
INFLATION/COST  +22

ECONOMY  +21
CRIME & SAFETY  +20 

PEOPLE PAY IN TAXES  +19
DEALING WITH CHINA  +16

FEDERAL DEFICIT  +13
STOCK MARKET     +9

S o u r c e :  C N B C  N a t i o n a l  S u r v e y  M a r c h  2 0 2 4

NEEDS OF MIDDLE CLASS  +4
ISRAEL-HAMAS  +1

SOCIAL SECURITY  +2

CORPORATIONS PAY IN TAXES  +18
ABORTION  +15

HEALTH CARE  +14
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FUNDRAISING
As of  l ast  mont h,  Democ rat s  had a  

fundrai s i n g adv ant age at  t he 
commit t e e level .   T heir  U.S.  Senat e 
incumb e nt s ,  whi le  fac ing s ome s elf -
funder s  (PA and WI for  example) ,  are 

general ly  in  a  bett er posit ion than GOP 
chal lenge rs  in key s tat es – making 

t he GOP more rel iant  on SuperP ACs .   

While  paid media is  not  as  import a nt  
in  t he pres id e nt ial  race,  i t  wi l l  be 

cr it i cal  in  many down bal lot  
campaign s for  U.S.  Senate/U . S.  House.   

ABORTION
T he ONLY key  i ss ue that  
Democr ats  have in their  
favor right  now happen s  

t o be t he one that  hel ped 
t hem pus h back against  a  
red wav e w arnin g in ’22.

Democr ats  (and,  the 
media)  wil l  not  al low t his  

is s ue t o go away .   M any  
GOP candidat e s wil l  be 

on defens e on this  is s ue 
from the v ery  s tart .     

What Should Worry 
The GOP?

TRUMP UNITES & IGNITES
T rump i s  pol l ing bet ter  now than 

he ever  has  before.   But , pol l i ng is  
not  a  crys t al  bal l .   No other 

candidat e has  ev er  been s uc h a  
l ightning rod for  engagem e nt  by 

an oppos it i on part y.   

I f  the Democ rat s  can succ eed in 
making this  race a  refere n d um  on 

four more y ears  of  T rump in the 
White Hous e, rather t han a  choice 

between Trump and B iden,  t hey  
can energi ze the l eft  and win.  
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TEFLON TRUMP | BIDEN DRAG
T he Democ rat s  have a  fundra is i n g 

advantage.   But, there’s  not  a  voter  
in  t he count ry  who is  undec id e d in 

t heir  v iew of  Donald T rump.  Can 
t hey mov e hi s  numbe rs  with paid 

media alone?  Probably not.  

Further ,  Biden is  (c urrentl y)  a  drag 
on t he t ic ket  for Democ rat s in s wing 

s tat es and bat tlegrou n d dis tr ict s.  
Wit h s o few t i cket -s pl itt e r s  around ,  

a  Trump win could s ecure a  GOP 
Congres s  for t wo y ears .   

DESIRE FOR CHANGE
We hav e now s urpas s e d tw o 

decades  of  “w rong t rac k” 
at t it udes  among Ameri ca n s .   
It  w ould be incred ib l y  rare 

for  a  Pres ide nt to  be re-
elect ed in s uc h a  

pess imis t ic  nat ional  
pol it ic al  env iron m e n t.   

In  i ts  s imples t  form, 
America n s want c hange 
and t hat ’s  us ual ly  bad 
new s for incumbe nt s .  

What Should Worry 
Democrats?

GOP ISSUE ADVANTAGE
T rump and the GOP are 

preferr e d by v ot ers  on the 
is s ues  of  inf lation and r is ing 
cos ts ,  t he ec onom y , border 

s ecurit y  and i l legal  
immigr ati o n ,  cr ime and publi c  
s afet y,  deal ing wi th China,  and 

t he federal  def ic it .   

As  at t it udes  st art  to  set tl e in  
over the c oming months about  

t he is sue agenda,  t his  is  
proble mat ic  for t he Democ rat s .



1111

ON
THE

RADAR
01

Ke ep an eye  on gas 
price s .  Other  than 

groce rie s  and inte res t  
rates /hous ing c os ts ,  gas 
price s  are  the ke y dri ver  
of  s enti ment re gardi ng 

inf lation for  voters .

02
The abort ion is s ue  i s  

not  goi ng away: IVF,  a  
Supre me  Court  case  
re gardi ng abortion 

drugs ,  and now, i t  i s  on 
the bal l ot  in  Florida 

and other  s tates .  

03
Whil e  t he  res t  of  t hi s  

month is  re lative ly  quie t  
for  pri marie s,  May wi l l  

s howc as e ke y st ate wide 
battl es  for  Democrats  in  
Maryl and and the  G OP  i n 

Indiana and Wes t  V irgi nia.
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While fewer Americans believe the nation will face a recession during the 
next year, a plurality say they will be better off if Trump wins in November.

D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  o r  w i l l  n o t  b e  a n  

e c o n o m i c  r e c e s s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  t w e l v e  m o n t h s ?

S o u r c e :  C N B C  N a t i o n a l  S u r v e y s

D o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  o f f  f i n a n c i a l l y  i f  D o n a l d  T r u m p  w i n s ,  

J o e  B i d e n  w i n s ,  o r  w o u l d  y o u r  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  n o t  r e a l l y  c h a n g e ?
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